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The theme of Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel at Mnday s roundtabl e di scussion at Spangler Candy Co. was Chio s
the key point to the discussion was workforce devel opnent: How to grow it and how to man it in northwest Oh
noted, is aggressively pursuing new busi ness, and Chio nust adopt effective strategies to neet the chall eng

One of the ways to do this, he noted, is to have an adequately trai ned workforce. This workforce nust be tr
a bachel or of arts degree no | onger guarantees a good j ob.

More and nore, as | ve traveled in this state, Mandel said, | mhearing fromfolks in nmanufacturing and ¢
other areas that require trades that as the baby booners retire they cant find young people (to fill job
el ectricians, carpenters, nmachinists and what not. | call this issue a quiet crisis because it doesn t nake
crisis.

Mandel was in Sandusky County Monday nmorning and said he was told there are 3,500 jobs available in the reg
enpl oyers can t find people qualified to fill them

| believe that there s an over-saturation of bachelor s degrees in Anerica, he continued. You have this
young people with four-year liberal arts degrees (that are) $100,000 in debt, and many of them are serving
working retail from hone.

Mandel said according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 48 percent of people with bachel or s degrees in An
jobs that dont require a bachelor s degree. He said the United States needs to get back to basics and inve
training. W need to put shop class back in high schools, he said, and instill a sense of pride in young
jobs ... These jobs are the backbone of our country.

Mandel suggested policy-makers talk to colleges and universities in Chio and give themincentives to produc
qualified for jobs that are productive in the marketpl ace and not spend as nmuch nobney and taxpayer resour
traditional degrees.

As a community college president | can agree with you, said Dr. Thomas Stuckey, president of Northwest St
Col l ege. Stuckey said the demand is high for manufacturing jobs in northwest Chio. | net an enployer this
upset with the coll ege because we couldn t send himfive resumes, he said. W dont have five students th
unenpl oyed ..

Ohi o Rep. Lynn Wachtmann sai d the business community nust pronote the jobs for which such training is neede
arent going into the right careers where there s jobs available, he said.
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Di anmond Zi mrer man, coordinator for the WIlians County Econoni c Devel opnent Agency, said WEDCO
this issue with educators and manufacturers, specifically at its U S. 6 manufacturers roundtab
Community Col |l ege. She al so di scussed the Oct. 4 Manufacturing Day when school guidance counse
spent the day touring manufacturing conpanies to see what the conpanies do and the skills their
it was a real eye-opener for those schools, she said.

Zi mrer man said the conpani es provided profiles listing the skills they will need in the near fu
were very conpetitive, she added. Al so, nmany conpanies now offer tuition rei nbursenent.

How are we doing with job growmh? asked Bill Martin, chief financial officer with Spangler Ca

Unenpl oynment is down, but (Chio) is above the national average and so it s not good enough, M
where there s predictability and a strong financial foundation ... W re doing a lot better, bu

Mandel and ot hers agreed the message is the same throughout Chio: Manufacturers cannot find the
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